
December 2 00 7 Leaseholders and Residents Association Newsletter  

Hello Everyone! 

 
 I hope everyone had a safe and enjoyable Thanksgiving Holiday.  It seems that a large 

number of people chose to spend the holiday on Navarre Beach as many homes were lit at night 

huk {ol yvhkz tvyl olh}ps¡ {yh}lslkB q|z{ huv{oly zpnu vm v|y jvu{pu|lk yljv}ly¡ myvt ½P}hu¾

huk ½Kluupz¾5 

 Pm ¡v| oh}lu.{ illu {v {ol ilhjo pu h~opsl ¡v| ullk {v thrl {ol {ypw {v zll {ol ylhss¡

great landscaping at the Highway 98 entrance to Navarre Beach.  John Conner and all of the 

active members of the BBC can be proud of themselves for almost two years of hard work.  

Their efforts have provided a huge improvement for our residents and a very welcoming impres-

zpvu mvy }pzp{vyz5 Pm ¡v| oh}l ¡l{ {v jvu{ypi|{l {v {opz ~vy{o~opsl wyvqlj{ p{.z ul}ly {vv sh{lB hz

the project will be ongoing and all contributions are tax deductible. 

 Elections were held at our last meeting and our new slate of officers was elected.  Con-

gratulations to the following: President ¹ Wayne Sweeney, Vice President ¹ Lou Paravate, Sec-

retary ¹ Nanci Agee and Treasurer ¹ Angela Veal.  Our new Board members seem anxious to 

assume their elected positions and move forward with new ideas as well as continue our ongo-

ing projects. 

 As of this writing we are in dire need of volunteers to work on the Mardi Gras Parade 

Float Committee.  A lot of planning and organization needs to take place prior to the middle of 

January, as the parade will be held on the 2nd of February.  All interested individuals should 

contact Terry Taylor at 850 261 0800. 

 I hope to see everyone at our next meeting on December 15th at the Firehouse.  At this 

time we will pass the torch to the new officers and say goodbye to the outgoing directors. 

 Pm P kvu.{ zll ¡v| {olyl3 oh}l h }ly¡ Tlyy¡ Joypz{thz huk h Ohww¡ huk Olhs{o¡ Ul~

Year. 

 

Sincerely 

Jim Taylor 
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President Jim Taylor called the meeting to order at 

10:00 

 

Nanci Agee led the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

Nanci Agee read the minutes from the October meet-

ing. A motion was made to accept the minutes. The 

motion was seconded and accepted. 

 

Qpt [h¡svy nh}l {ol [ylhz|yly.z ylwvy{5 [ol wyl}pv|z

checking balance was $5349.44. The NBLRA received 

$4340 from dues and $344 from ads. Expenses were 

$3,061.98.  The current balance in checking is 

$6,971.46. The balance in Certificates of Deposits is 

$10821.01. Total Assets are $17,792.47. A motion 

~hz thkl {v hjjlw{ {ol [ylhz|yly.z ylwvy{ hz np}lu5

The motion was seconded and accepted. 

 

John Conner gave an update for the Beach Beautifi-

cation Committee. The landscaping work at the en-

trance to the bridge will be completed within a couple 

of days. The sign to the entrance will be painted 

within the next few weeks.  Judy Lewis and Terry Tay-

lor are working on a recognition plaque for the donors 

that have already given.  Anyone wishing to donate 

money is still able to do so. This was the first of four 

phases. We will begin fundraising for the next phases. 

The Tourist Development Center has some money 

from the bed taxes that were collected that we will 

have access to along with possible grants. 

 

John will be stepping down as Chair of the BBC, but 

will be involved in over seeing the maintenance in this 

area. We appreciate all the hard work he has done in 

getting this first phase completed! It looks wonder-

ful!!! 

 

John Richardson gave an update of the NBAITC. Our 

attorneys and the committee have met and decided 

{v hwwlhs Q|knl Z~huzvu.z y|spun {oh{ {ol jvukv

owners that were involved in the previous suit can not 

be involved in this suit because the land issue had 

already been decided on. Remember this will be a long 

process so patience will be needed. Keep up to date 

on the suit by visiting the web site 

www.navarrebeachtaxsuit.com. 

 

 If you have not joined the lawsuit and would like to 

join for this year you still have time. Contact one of 

the members of the Legal Liaison team to find out 

how. What are the benefits of joining? Well since this 

is not a class action suit there are benefits to being 

named. First if you desire not to pay taxes or pay 

partial taxes, in order to be able to you must be a 

named party in the lawsuit. If you pay your taxes and 

we win, the county has said they will repay any taxes 

paid. This only applies to named plaintiffs. If we win 

and you have not joined the lawsuit, you will benefit 

from that point on but will not receive any refund.  

 

There has been discussion that the fire MSBU might 

need to be raised in order to replace old equipment 

and to keep full time firemen at the station. It was 

decided that we should have the fire department pre-

sent a budget to the group and give us possible op-

tions as to what services we will receive at different 

increased levels. 

 

Jim Taylor brought to our attention that Article 7 in 

our By Laws states that a candidate for office must 

have been a member for at least one year prior to the 

date of elections. The current Board of Directors 

along with our Past president Jane Johnson met and 

decided to forgo this requirement for this election 

because it was in the best interest for the NBLRA at 

this time. Keith Johnson made a motion to elect each 

of the officers for the 2008 term. It was seconded 

and passed unanimously. The officers for 2008 are: 

 

Wayne Sweeney-President 

Louis Paravate- Vice President 

Nanci Agee-Secretary 

Angela Veal-Treasurer 

 

Lynn Zehr is in the process of updating the map that 

shows the debris on various lots on the island.  

 

 /jvu{.k vu Whnl ;0 

NOVEMBER 

MEETING 

http://www.navarrebeachtaxsuit.com/


3 

   NBAITC UPDATE 
 
In November at a re-hearing of several issues before Judge Bergosh, he again ruled 
against us. 
 
We also were asked Judge Swanson to intercede on our behalf in order to change a 
stipulated judgment to a voluntary dismissal. He refused to intercede. 

 
The result of these two hearings is condominium leaseholders have been excluded from the law suit. The 
tax committee have asked our attorneys to appeal these rulings. 
 
Until the appeal is heard, the case will not go forward. 
 
Paying of taxes: 
 
Per our Attorney, ( Mr. Danny Kepner ) the "STAY" on the collection of taxes is in effect and will be un-
til   the finial  disposition takes place for the different phases of our suit. Mr. Kepner has stated that 
if  the times comes that we must pay any portion of the tax bill we will be conveying  that message 
through written correspondence.   The Florida Statute that gives us the right of the "STAY" is F.S. 
194.171 (3) and  can be read by visiting www.flsenate.gov . When the page opens click on the "Search 
Statutes" option at the  upper left side of the page. You will have to look in Title XIV Chapter 194 to find 
it. 
  
However, please understand it is up to each one of us to decide for ourselves whether or not to pay the 
tax bill during  litigation.  
  
There is another part of this statute that you should consider,  F.S. 194.171(4), which says that if you 
pay your tax bill, while challenging it, the payment is not an admission that the tax is due. This statute 
goes on to say you may "seek a refund". Should we prevail in our suit  and you are a named plaintiff and 
have paid your tax bill, you could request a refund on an individual basis by writing a letter to the Florida 
Department of Revenue. You would identify yourself as having been a named plaintiff in the suit for the 
given years and thereby request the refund per F.S.194.171(4). 
 
As you may know, we are contesting the taxation of the Governmental Leasehold land as well as the 
improvements, with the land being the primary focus. The rulings could go three different ways, we may 
win the  land issue , land and improvement issue, or neither.  You may want to consider  paying a portion 
of your tax bill by calling the tax collectors office @ 850 983 -1800 and having them give you a $ 
amount cost for the land vs. the  improvement on your tax bill. 
  
Another point to keep in mind when calling the Tax Collectors Office and Identifying yourself as a Na-
varre Beach LEASEHOLDER is that our  2007 TAX BILLS will not show us as being involved in the 
BEACH LITIGATION SUIT  FOR 2007.  This is because the complaint has not yet been filed with the 
court, however our Attorney will be filing the 2007 complaint in early December before the 60 day dead-
line. The 60 day time line started the day after the tax rolls were certified by the Property Appraiser, 
which was in early October.  
 
Without question, we should all be paying the  Fire Protection and Beach  
Re-nourishment MSBU charges that are shown on our tax bills.  

http://www.flsenate.gov
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If a lot near you is in need of cleaning or has been cleaned please contact her with this information. We are planning  

another cleanup of the island in the spring and this information will be valuable. 
 

Saturday, December 1st  was Christmas in the Park from. There was a parade at 4:00 and Santa Claus was there. 

Hope you had a chance to go out and enjoy and support this event. 

 

P{.z {ptl {v z{hy{ wylwhypun mvy Thykp Nyhz hnhpu( [lyy¡ [h¡svy ohz nyhjpv|zs¡ hnyllk {v johpy {opz jvttp{{ll hnhpu5

Under her leadership we have won the grand prize for 2 years in a row and have a fantastic time doing so! This year 

the parade will be February 2nd. If you would like to help, contact her at 850-261-0800. You will have a great time! 

 

Devra Edwards came out to meet everyone. We really appreciate all she has done in revamping our website and taking 

over the duties associated with our newsletter. If you have any ideas or suggestions she welcomes your input.   

 

Jim Taylor thanked Gary Agee for all of the work he has done in his year as Vice President. We all appreciate every-

thing that he has done and the outstanding job that Jim Taylor has done in his 2 years as President. 

 

Renewal notices have gone out. Please print clearly (especially the e-mail address) and mail these back as soon as 

possible. Encourage your friend and neighbors to join! A motion was made to adjourn the meeting. The motion was 

seconded and approved. 

 

The next meeting is at 10:00 on December 15th at the Navarre Beach Fire Department. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Nanci Agee, Secretary 

New Additions to the Web Site 
H{ v|y shz{ tll{pun ~l kpzj|zzlk {ol mhj{ {oh{ v|y v|{ vm {v~u tltilyz kvu.{ oh}l h mvy|t

{v np}l {olpy {ov|no{z hz {v ½V|y Ilhjo¾ huk hu¡ illmz {ol¡ th¡ ~hu{ {v l wylzz {v {ol ylz{

vm |z5 ^l oh}l jvujs|klk {oh{ {olyl ~pss il hu ½Lkp{vyphs Whnl¾ {v il pujs|klk pu {opz 

newsletter and also the website.   

 

[ol ~lizp{l whnl ohz hsylhk¡ illu hkklk zv pm {olyl.z hu¡{opun ¡v|.k sprl {v nl{ vmm vm ¡v|y

jolz{3 zluk p{ {v tl huk P.ss thrl z|yl {oh{ p{ nl{z vu {ol ~lizp{l huk3 klwlukpun vu {ol zp¢l

of the editorials, at least one will be published in the monthly newsletter. 

 

Olyl.z ¡v|y johujl {v }vpjl ¡v|y vwpupvuz((( 
 

Check the website frequently as it is being changed constantly! 
E-mail Devra Edwards at coloradosapphire@gmail.com 
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Phase I is underway!!!!!  
Recognition through October 14, 2007  

 

As of , 2007 our account balances are as follows:  

    Checking:     $16,325.93  

    Money Market Acct:  $51,315.74  

    Total     $67,641.67    

 

Recognition for all who have contributed to  

Phase II of our project!  

BUSINESS  CONDO ASSN.  REAL ESTATE  Residences  

   

Dale & Alex Luetkeman 

$1,000 

   
Bob & Maxine Nolan 

$250 

   
Chris & Shawna Hogan  

$200 

    

    

    

Beach Beautification Project 

BBC Contribution Levels : 
Adopt a Palm       $250 
Bronze Level        $500 
Silver Level                 $1,000  
Gold Level                  $2,500 
Platinum Level           $5,000 
Other      _____________ 

Make checks payable to:  
 
BBC or  Beach Beautification  
Committee  
P.O. Box 5003  
Navarre, FL 32566  
Please include your name, address and email  

  

Beach Beautification Committee  

Fund Raising  Budget & Finance  

John Conner, Chairman 850-939-4201 Judy Lewis 850-939-7125 

Terri Savoie, Co-Chairman 850-936-9430 Nanci Agee 850-515-0374 

    Ira Mae Bruce 850-939-3266 
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House passes new property tax relief ballot proposal  
By Bill Kaczor Associated Press Writer  

 
     Florida voters will have a leaner, simpler property tax relief plan when they go to the polls Jan. 29 after the House 

reluctantly passed a take-it -or-leave-it compromise that the Senate offered Monday.  

    The measure passed just 1 day before the deadline for putting proposed state constitutional amendments on the 

presidential primary ballot.  

    ½[ol wlvwsl oh}l ~vu3¾ Nv}lyuvy Jypz{ zhpk5 ½[ol wlvwsl kvu.{ ~hu{ |z {v ipjrly5 [ol wlvwsl ~hu{ |z {v ~vyr {vnl{oly

{v kv ~oh{.z ypno{5¾ 

    The compromise would increase exemptions for primary homes, known as homesteads, for an average estimated 

annual savings of $240 each. Also, for the first time it would cap assessments on other properties ¹ businesses, 

second homes and rentals.  

    H ½wvy{hipsp{¡¾ wyv}pzpvu ~v|sk sl{ ovtlz{lhklyz {hrl h{ slhz{ why{ vm {ol ilulmp{z {ol¡ nl{ myvt {ol l pz{pun Zh}l

Our Homes assessment cap with them when they move. Finally, it would give businesses a $25,000 exemption for 

lx|pwtlu{ huk v{oly wlyzvuhs wyvwly{¡5 P{ ~pss {hrl h =7 wlyjlu{ }v{l h{ {ol wvssz {v luhj{ {ol htluktlu{5 ½P{.z sprl

~hsrpun vu h {pno{yvwl v}ly Uphnhyh Mhssz¾3 ^liz{ly zhpk5 ½[olyl.z {opz yh¢vy-{opu spul ~l oh}l {v ~hsr kv~u5¾ Ol zhpk

polling indicated the previous plans were too complex and confusing.  

    Lawmakers convened their 4th special session of the year ¹ the 2nd on property taxes ¹ on Oct. 12 after a judge 

removed a prior proposal from the ballot, ruling it had an inaccurate and misleading summary.  

    The Senate passed its new plan 35-4, and then voted 37-2 to put it on the ballot. Senate President Ken Pruitt, R-

Wvy{ Z{5 S|jpl3 huuv|ujlk ol ohk uv pu{lu{pvu vm jvuzpklypun hu¡ johunlz i¡ {ol Ov|zl5 [ol Ov|zl.z vus¡ jovpjlz

were to accept the Senate proposal or do nothing.  Representatives voted 97-18 for the amendment and 112-3 to put 

it on the ballot after a lengthy debate. Rep. Alan Hays, R-\th{pssh3 jvtwshpulk {oh{ {ol Ov|zl ~hz oh}pun {v ½{hrl

{ol tlkpjpul5¾ ½Puz{lhk vm h wpss3 ~l hyl {hrpun p{ pu {ol mvyt vm h z|wwvzp{vy¡3¾ Oh¡z zhpk5 Ylw5Rl}pu Htisly3Y-Lutz, 

hyn|lk {oh{ sh~thrlyz sl{ }v{lyz oh}l h johujl {v kljpkl pm p{.z h nvvk wshu5 

    ½P{.z klhs3 vy uv klhs3¾ Htisly zhpk5½P {opur ~l v~l p{ {v v|y jvuz{p{|lu{z {v {hrl {ol klhs5¾ 

    The new plan is expected to save taxpayers ¹ and cost cities, counties, special districts and school boards ¹ $8.74 

ipsspvu pu {ol mpyz{ mv|y ¡lhyz5[oh{.z hiv|{ +8 ipsspvu slzz {ohu wyl}pv|z wyvwvzhsz pu iv{o johtilyz hs{ov|no {ol¡ kpm4

fered significantly on the details.  

    The compromise (SJR 2D) is a streamlined version of what the Senate passed 2 weeks ago with the addition of a 

scaled-kv~u }hyph{pvu vm {ol Ov|zl.z ul~ hzzlzztlu{ jhw mvy i|zpulzzlz3 zljvuk ovtlz huk ylu{hsz5 

    It also eliminated provisions in the earlier plans that would have given additional tax breaks to 1st time home buy-

lyz3 sv~ ujvtl zlupvyz huk thypuhz huk v{oly ½~vyrpun ~h{lymyvu{¾ wyvwly{plz5 

    Polling shows doubling the existing $25,000 homestead exemption is the most popular of the major tax-cutting 

ideas the Legislature has been considering.  

    The compromise would double the exemption but only for homes valued at more than $50,000 and not for school 

{h lz5 Vus¡ =, vm Msvypkh.z ovtlz{lhkz ~pss uv{ x|hspm¡ mvy {ol hkklk l ltw{pvu3 zhpk Zluh{l Mpuhujl huk [h  Johpy4

man Mike Haridopolos, R-Indialantic.  

    The House initially had passed a more complex provision that would have given homesteaders an exemption equal to 

40 percent of the median home value in their county, also except for school taxes.  

    Save Our Homes now limits annual assessment increases to 3 percent for homesteaders. The compromise would 

provide a 10 percent cap for non-homestead properties, again except for school taxes. The Senate previously had no 

such provision while the House had a more protective 5 % cap on all taxes including schools.  

    The two chambers previously had agreed on providing portability for up to $1 million in Save Our Homes benefits but 

excluded school taxes.The compromise reduces that to $500,000 but includes school taxes.  

    [ol Zluh{l vu h }vpjl }v{l klmlh{lk h tv{pvu i¡ Zlu5[lk Kl|{jo3KIvjh Yh{vu3 {v ovsk lk|jh{pvu ½ohytslzz5¾ 

    Senate staffers have estimated the compromise would cost schools $1.86 billion in the first four years. Harido-

polos argued the portability provision would stimulate a depressed housing market enough to offset the school 

losses. 
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Helping Navarre Grow Since 1969 

 

 
Phone:       850-939-2363 

Toll Free:  800-868-2363 

8494 Navarre Parkway 

Navarre, FL 32566 

Breckenridge Colorado  

Bob Evans, Associate Broker 

www.BreckLuxuryHomes.com     bob.evans@sothebysrealty.com 

The Ski Resort Market is Booming! Ask about our new Developments!  

Beach Road on Target for Spring Opening  
 
   For the last few weeks, trucks have been removing asphalt and debris from Gulf Islands National Seashore between 
Pensacola Beach and Navarre Beach.  
    Reconstruction of J. Earle Bowden Way, from the eastern end of Pensacola Beach to Navarre Beach began in Octo-
ber. Panhandle Grading and Paving is currently removing sand and asphalt from the roadway and building a sand fence.  
    Paving operations will begin this week, weather permitting. During that time the road will be closed to all traffic, in-
cluding pedestrians and bicyclists.  
    The sight of construction underway on the new road to link the beaches is a good sign for business owners like Mike 
Martino.  
    ºIt is a great sight just knowing they are really working on the road,» said Martino, who owns Eco-Beach. ºThe beach 
road was one of the main reasons we moved to Navarre.»  
    Chad Volland, owner of Cocodrie½s Restaurant, said the reopening of the road will be a boom for his business.  
    ºEvery Sunday in the spring and summer, we sponsor Bikers on the Beach,» Volland said. ºIf that road were open to-
day, we would have at least 50 to 100 more bikers alone on Sundays, and that is just the bikers.»  
    Besides giving residents access to recreational areas, having the road intact is important for safety reasons as well.  
    ºIf a barge or storm takes out either bridge, there is no way off of the island for residents,» said Buck Lee, executive 
director of the Santa Rosa Island Authority.  
    The $3.4 million contract to reconstruct the roadway includes reconstruction of J. Earle Bowden Way to a two-lane 
road from Navarre Beach to Opal Beach, improvements to the Opal Beach parking areas for public access and a two-
lane section between Opal Beach and Pensacola Beach.  
    New signs and pavement markings will also be installed. The project is located within the Gulf Islands National Sea-
shore. The current project completion date is to have traffic on the new road from Navarre Beach to Opal Beach by late 
spring 2008.The anticipated date for the section between Opal Beach and Pensacola Beach is summer 2008.The facil-
ity improvements (restrooms and pavilions) within the Opal Beach area will be handled by the National Park Service un-
der a separate contract once the roads are completed.  
    Jerry Eubanks, superintendent of Gulf Islands National Seashore, had hoped that the road to Opal Beach from Na-
varre Beach would have been completed a year ago, along with a one-way emergency only road through to Pensacola. 
However, months of delays were caused when the Federal Department of Fish and Wildlife and local environmentalists 
could not agree with the plans brought forward by Gulf Islands National Seashore and the Federal Highway Administra-
tion. The environmentalists and FDFW did not want hardening material used on the road that might keep the road from 
washing out in the future.  
    ºIn the end, we decided to just put the road back the way it was,» said Nina Kelson, Gulf Islands National Seashore 
Authority deputy supervisor. ºIt will be easier to wash away but also easier to repair after storms.» 
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KENNETH R. FOUNTAIN  
ATTORNEY & COUNSELOR AT LAW  

 
2045 FOUNTAIN PROFESSIONAL COURT 

SUITE A 

NAVARRE , FLORIDA 32566 

TEL. (850) 939-3535 

FAX  (850) 939-3539 

 

2298 WEST HIGHWAY 30-AðSUITE 1 

SANTA ROSA BEACH, FLORIDA 32459 

TEL. (850) 622-2700 

FAX (850) 622-2722 

 

FOUNTAIN@FOUNTAINLAW.COM  

WWW.FOUNTAINLAW.COM  

 

 

 

 

Island View Realty, Inc.  
  8510 Navarre Parkway  
  Navarre, FL 32566-6902 
  FAX (850) 939-3804 
  Business (850) 939 -2366; 1-800-262-2366 
  E-Mail c21ivr@bellsouth.net 

 

SALES AND RENTALS  
Each Office is Independently Owned and Operated 


