
January 2008  Leaseholders and Residents Association Newsletter  

Hello Everyone 
 
     Well this is it, my last official act as your association President. It has been a very busy and rewarding 
experience serving as President these past two years. I believe we have moved forward and shared many 
successful endeavors. I further believe that a united effort on the part of many positive thinking individuals 
has had a significant effect on where we are today. The landscaping to date looks fantastic, and without a 
doubt makes a very positive statement for Navarre Beach. My sincere thanks go out to everyone who has 
played an integral part in the fulfillment of my desire to make Navarre Beach a more attractive place to 
live. 
     All of our Committee Chairs are to be congratulated for their outstanding efforts and results. Hats off 
to: John Conner (BBC), Lynn Zehr (BCC), Paul Horil, John Richardson and Dave Boggis (NBAITC) (Wow what 
a time consuming job these guys tackled), Terry Taylor (Mardi Gras) (Two grand prizes in a row). Last, but 
certainly not least, I would like to thank our other Board Members: Gary Agee, Nancy Agee and Angela Veal 
for supporting my ideas for the direction of the NBLRA and enabling them to become our realities. What a 
great bunch to work with! We are very fortunate to have Nancy and Angela as well as Judy Lewis our BBC 
treasurer returning in their current capacities. 
     As far as the immediate future there are only a few changes. John Conner, after countless hours as 
BBC Chair is stepping down (but not leaving town). John Lewis and I will be co-chairing and continuing the 
efforts of the past committee along with the following committee members: Judy Lewis, Gary and Nancy 
Agee and Terry Taylor. If you are interested in fund raising efforts feel free to contact any of our commit-
tee members. 
     There are so many people to thank and so little space. If I missed you here I½m sorry, but you can believe 
your sacrifice of time and effort have not gone unnoticed. Last but not least a very special thanks to all of 
you who donated money to our Beach Beautification effort.  You are truly the ones who have made it all 
possible. 
     Good Luck to our incoming President Wayne Sweeney and Vice President Lou Paravate. I feel certain 
they are capable of leading us forward and will receive the same overwhelming support that you have given 
me over the past two years. 
 
Sincerely 
Jim Taylor 
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Meeting was called to order, Lou Parvati lead 
the Pledge of Allegiance, minutes of last meet-
ing were presented as published in current 
newsletter.  Angela Veal submitted the NBLRA½s 
current treasury report. 
 
Ken Rutski spoke to us about the increasing 
costs of the fire department due to such fac-
tors as the increase in the number of personnel 
needed and equipment maintenance needed to 
respond to all emergencies.  The refurbishing of 
the ladder truck was paid off from a Money 
Market account and should last another 10 
years.  The balance owed on the building was 
financed through a 10 yr loan from the County 
and the pumper is a lease purchase for the next 
10 years.  Payroll and insurance now account for 
about 60% of the operating budget.  A request 
to increase the commercial and residential 
MSBUs was made in order to recruit and retain 
the necessary personnel.  The proposed rates 
are as follows: Commercial $900 - $3600, 
Residential $400 and Vacant Lots $50. 
 
The association moved to support the increase 
and Ken will be presenting his final figures and 
plans to the County for their approval. 
Judy Lewis reported the BBC has a current bal-
ance of $9,891.00 plus the TDC submitted 
$4,000 for maintenance. 
 
John Conner from the BBC reported that the 
landscaping on the front entrance was com-
plete.  Best Landscaping donated the flowers 
and boulders.  Individuals, after seeing the pro-

gress, have started to send additional dona-
tions and there has been a lot of positive feed-
back on the progress thus far.  A new commit-
tee was formed to continue the effort through-
out the island.  Committee members are Jim 
and Terry Taylor, John and Judy Lewis and Gary 
and Nancy Agee.  A plea was made for anyone 
needing Community Service Hours to please 
contact the BBC to help keep the front en-
trance clean. 
 
The NBAITC treasurer reported a balance of 
$24,433.00.  John Richardson reported ap-
peals have been filed to determine whether 
condo owners can be included in the lawsuit on 
the land, this should take 6 mos. to 1 year to be 
heard.  The County½s attorneys agreed that we 
can pay partial on our taxes should we choose 
to pay just improvements and the MSBU.  The 
next lawsuit for 2007 was filed on 12/14/07.  The 
committee is still meeting as need and the web-
site is being maintained and updated monthly. 
Items of Old Business discussed included re-
moval of the old trash corals and homeowners 
bringing their trash cans in from the street.  
Dave Boggis agreed to look further into this is-
sue with Blaylock and the County.  A discussion 
was had with regards to how all repairs and im-
provements on the island are complaint driven. 
 
Items of New Business discussed included the 
berm preservation and how some homeowners 
are not building walkovers.  Any individual walk-
ing over the berm will be fined $15 for the first 
offense and $50 for each offense thereafter.  
We are encouraged to report violations.  A sug-
gestion was made for the 2008 board to come 
up with a mission statement on what the beach 
is and will become. 
 
Angela Veal presented a plaque to Jim Taylor in 
appreciation for his hard work over the last 2 
years as president of the NBLRA. 

DECEMBER 

MEETING 
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     NBAITC Update 
        December 18, 2007 
 
There were 2 hearings during the past 2 months with significant ramifications, especially for 
the condominium lessees in our case. 
 
First, a hearing was held before Judge Swanson in Santa Rosa County on  
October 19, asking him to: 
 
1.  Allow us to intervene in the Ward v. Brown cases filed in 2002-2005 (Judge Bergosh had used the stipulated judg-
ment of dismissal in those cases as the basis or foundation of his holding to remove all condo lessees from the 2006 
law suit for taxes on land value).  Technically, as members of the class, but not class representatives, we have no right 
to be heard in those consolidated cases as individuals unless/until we are allowed to intervene. 
 
2.  Grant our motion to vacate the stipulated judgment of dismissal, which was based upon the lack of notice to class 
members of a settlement agreed upon by the class representatives. 
 
3.  Allow a voluntary dismissal by all of us of the class action suits, which would eliminate any adverse effects from 
those cases on our present litigation.  In other words, Judge Bergosh½s order in the 2006 case would then have no 
foundation and would have to be vacated. 

 
Unfortunately, these motions were denied by Judge Swanson. 

 
The second hearing was before Judge Bergosh in Santa Rosa County on November 2, asking him to: 
 
1.  Reconsider his decision to remove condominium lessees from the suit.  The main point argued here was that the is-
sue of taxation of the land beneath the condominiums was never litigated in the 2002-2005 class action cases. 
 
2.  Set aside the partial final judgment he had entered against condo lessees in our case. 
 
We were very disappointed when this motion was denied by Judge Bergosh. 

 
Our attorneys have timely filed Notices of Appeal to the First District Court of Appeal in both cases. The attorneys 
also asked that these two appeals be consolidated into one appeal covering all issues, and that motion has been 
granted. 

 
Although it is possible that we will have to litigate in two different courts (Circuit Court in Milton, and the appeal court 
in Tallahassee), the attorneys are hopeful that the local proceedings will be allowed to be dormant while the appeal 
goes forward.  The appeal could take up to a year or longer, and obviously, if it is unsuccessful, the condo lessees will be 
required to pay taxes on the land, even though that issue has never been litigated. 
 
Paying of taxes: 
 
Per our Attorney, ( Mr. Danny Kepner ) the "STAY" on the collection of taxes is in effect and will be until  the final dis-
position takes place for the different phases of our suit. Mr. Kepner has stated that if   the time comes that any of us  
 

(Cont½d on Page 4) 
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7th Annual Health Fair 
 

Saturday, January 26, 2008 
9:00 am¹1:00 pm 

  

Navarre High School 
  

This annual event was created to increase health awareness in the community by providing 
health screenings, educational materials and demonstrations. Activities for all ages. 

 
This event is sponsored by the Navarre Beach Area Chamber of Commerce 

 
For More Information call the Chamber at 939-3267 or e-mail at info@navarrechamber.com 

/Jvu{.k myvt Whnl :0 

 
is required to pay any portion of the tax bill, his office will be conveying  that message through written 
correspondence to all concerned.   The Florida Statute that gives us the right of the "STAY" is F.S. 
194.171(3) and  can be read by visiting www.flsenate.gov .  
 
When the page opens, click on the "Search Statutes" option at the upper left side of the page. You will have to look in 
Title XIV Chapter 194 to find it. 
  
However, please understand it is up to each one of us to decide for ourselves whether or not to pay the tax 
bill during  litigation.  
  
There is another part of this statute that you should consider,  F.S. 194.171(4), which says that if you pay your tax bill, 
while challenging it, the payment is not an admission that the tax is due. This statute goes on to say you may "seek a 
refund". Should we prevail in our suit  and you are a named plaintiff and have paid your tax bill, you could request a re-
fund on an individual basis by writing a letter to the Florida Department of Revenue. You would identify yourself 
as having been a named plaintiff in the suit for the given years and thereby request the refund per F.S.194.171(4). 
  
As you may know, we are contesting the taxation of the Governmental Leasehold land as well as the improvements, 
with the land being the primary focus. The rulings could go three different ways, we may win the  land issue , land and 
improvement issue, or neither.  You may want to consider  paying a portion of your tax bill by calling the tax collector½s 
office @ 850 983 -1800 and having them give you a $ amount cost for the land vs. the  improvement on your tax bill. 
  
The 2007 Law Suit has been filed so that if you desire, you can pay taxes only on the improvements, and not the land. 
The Tax Collector½s Office should be able to break out land versus improvements. 
  

Without question, we should all be paying the Fire Protection and Beach Re-nourishment MSBU charges that are 
shown on our tax bills. 

http://www.flsenate.gov
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Phase I is complete!!!!!  

 
Recognition through December 15, 2007  

 

As of December 15, 2007 our account balances are as follows:  

    Checking:      $33,525.93  

    Checks Paid Out:   ($32,629.75)  

    Donations:     $  1,800.00  

    Money Market Acct:   $  7,194.83  

    Total      $  9,891.02    

BUSINESS  CONDO ASSN.  REAL ESTATE  Residences  

   

Dale & Alex Luetkeman 

$1,000 

   
Bob & Maxine Nolan 

$250 

   
Chris & Shawna Hogan  

$200 

   

The Falletta Family  

(In Memory of Ann  

Falletta) 

$150 

   
Peter & Jill Smerick 

$100 

   
Mary Finley  

$100 

Beach Beautification Project 

BBC Contribution Levels : 
Adopt a Palm       $250 
Bronze Level        $500 
Silver Level                  $1,000  
Gold Level                   $2,500 
Platinum Level            $5,000 
Other      ____  ___ ______ 

Make checks payable to:  
 
BBC or  Beach Beautification  
Committee  
P.O. Box 5003  
Navarre, FL 32566  
Please include your name, address and email  

  

Beach Beautification Committee  

Fund Raising  Budget & Finance  

John Conner, Chairman 850-939-4201 Judy Lewis 850-939-7125 

Terri Savoie, Co-Chairman 850-936-9430 Nanci Agee 850-515-0374 

    Ira Mae Bruce 850-939-3266 
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New visitor center opens 
in  

Navarre  
By Pam Brannon - Gulf Breeze News  

 
Navarre Park has a new centerpiece to be 
open to the public officially on January 
2nd, but some members of the commu-
nity and county leaders got a sneak peak 
inside at the ribbon cutting of the new 
Santa Rosa Tourist Information and Visi-
tors Center, which will also house the Na-
varre Beach Area Chamber of Commerce 
offices.  
 
The 4,600 square foot building cost $1.2 
million. It was a replacement to the visi-
tors center that used to stand in the 
park until two hurricanes destroyed any 
hope of repair to the older building. First 
Hurricane Ivan hit the old center, followed 
by another punch from Hurricane Dennis. 
  
County Commissioner Gordon Goodin of 
Navarre welcomed a crowd of people from 
all over the county to the ribbon cutting 
ceremonies of the new center. He told the 
crowd this was the "most used park in 
Santa Rosa County," with the covered 

Saved: Zoo reaches its  

$1 million goal  

By Dusty Ricketts 

Friday December 21st, 2007  

 

The Zoo Northwest Florida is staying put.  
 
The Zoo Northwest Florida an-
nounced in July that it was in 
debt and that if a $1 million 
fund-raising initiative was not 
successful this year, the long-
standing attraction might have 
to close its doors for good.  
 
Friday, Zoo officials announced they had 
reached their goal of $1 million on Dec. 20.  

ñThereôs a lot of relief and joy,ò said Dannyelle 

Lantz, executive director of The Zoo Northwest 

Florida. ñItôs exciting to be able to sit down and 

make plans. We are all just extremely excited 

and just very relieved.ò  

 

The money collected this year will be used to 

pay down some of The Zooôs debt that is due 

immediately, such as money owed to the water 

and power companies, Lantz said. Some funds 

are also being used to make improvements to 

some of the exhibits and animal habitats.  

mailto:dustyr@nwfdailynews.com
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Beach residents assured drinking water is safe 
Recent Article from the Navarre Press 

 
How safe is the drinking water on the beach? According to Navarre Beach Water Department Supervisor Terry Wallace, the 
water is very safe.  
 
ºWhen water stands in pipes for a long period of time, lead could dissolve into the water,» Wallace said. ºThe best way to 
avoid lead in the drinking water is to run the water for 30 seconds before using it, especially early in the morning or if it has 
not been used for several hours.That will flush out lead particles that have built up overnight.» 
  
The Navarre Beach Water Department conducts tests to determine if any homes have excessive amounts of lead or copper. 
Recently, they tested 40 homes on Navarre Beach and found that 18 exceeded the EPA½s standard of 15 parts of lead per 
billion or 0.015 milligrams per liter. The department also tested for copper, but all 40 homes were within EPA standards for 
copper. 
  
The houses tested were built before 1986.That year, Congress banned the use of solder containing more than .2 percent 
lead and restricted the lead content in faucets, pipes and other plumbing materials to eight percent.  
Santa Rosa County plans to replace fixtures in the affected 18 homes. Wallace said he hopes the work will be completed 
within the next six months. 
  
Under federal law, the county is required to have a program in place to minimize lead in the drinking water. The program 
should include corrosion control treatment, source water testing and public information.  
 
Lead has been in the headlines lately as a dangerous metal used in paint on children½s toys. A recent public notice posted by 
the Navarre Beach Water Department said lead can pose a significant health risk if too much enters the body. It can build 
up in the body over the course of years and could result in damage to the brain, red blood cells and kidneys. The greatest 
health risk is to pregnant women and children. Amounts of lead that will not harm adults can slow down a child½s mental and 
physical development. 
  
Lead in drinking water does not occur naturally. It is usually the result of corrosion or the wearing away of materials from 
plumbing sources. Santa Rosa County uses a sequestering agent to help prevent the flaking of lead into the water, Wallace 
said. 
  
The lead in the pipes is tasteless, and testing is only way to know if there is lead in the water. To have your water tested, 
contact the water department at 936-6110.  

Helping Navarre Grow Since 1969 

 

 
Phone:       850-939-2363 

Toll Free:  800-868-2363 

8494 Navarre Parkway 

Navarre, FL 32566 

Breckenridge Colorado  

Bob Evans, Associate Broker 

www.BreckLuxuryHomes.com     bob.evans@sothebysrealty.com 

The Ski Resort Market is Booming! Ask about our new Developments!  
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KENNETH R. FOUNTAIN  
ATTORNEY & COUNSELOR AT LAW  

 
2045 FOUNTAIN PROFESSIONAL COURT 

SUITE A 

NAVARRE , FLORIDA 32566 

TEL. (850) 939-3535 

FAX  (850) 939-3539 

 

2298 WEST HIGHWAY 30-AðSUITE 1 

SANTA ROSA BEACH, FLORIDA 32459 

TEL. (850) 622-2700 

FAX (850) 622-2722 

 

FOUNTAIN@FOUNTAINLAW.COM  

WWW.FOUNTAINLAW.COM  

 

 

 

 

Island View Realty, Inc.  
  8510 Navarre Parkway  
  Navarre, FL 32566-6902 
  FAX (850) 939-3804 
  Business (850) 939 -2366; 1-800-262-2366 
  E-Mail c21ivr@bellsouth.net 

 
SALES AND RENTALS  

Each Office is Independently Owned and Operated 

For Those of you that have been having  
trouble accessing the newsletters  

on our website, please make sure you have the 
latest updated version of Adobe Acrobat 

Reader installed on your computer.   
You MUST have the latest version to view the 

newsletters.  
 

If you have any questions please contact  
Devra Edwards @  

coloradosapphire@gmail.com  


