
March 2008  Leaseholders and Residents Association Newsletter  

 
Hello Everyone, 
 
Hey!  How about the Mardi Gras?  We all had a lot of fun and great fellowship.  If you read the Navarre 
Press, the article and photos tell the whole story.  We won 1st place for the best community group 
float.  I would personally like to thank all the members involved with this project.  They did a good job in 
creating the float and participating in the parade. 
 
I don½t want you to forget about the upcoming Great American Clean-up project.  It was discussed at 
the last monthly meeting and the project will be tentatively scheduled for April.  Hopefully we will have 
complete information pertaining to schedule and assignment of duties at our next monthly meeting.  I 
know it½s not a lot of fun to ºclean up», but the beautification of our island can benefit all of us. 
 
We are also planning a membership drive in April or May.  We think this will give enough notification to 
give everyone sufficient time to talk to their neighbors and friends about our association.  There are a 
number of homeowners associations having annual meetings to discuss their forums.  This would be a 
good opportunity to present information concerning the many good things our association offers to 
its members.  Again, we will have more precise information about the membership drive at the next 
monthly meeting. 
 
At our last meeting Jim Taylor of The BBC announced new funds have been received from county gov-
ernment to help in proposed beautification along Gulf Blvd.  I½m really excited about the new project.  
Thanks Jim.  The state park, the beach road, and the entrance all are looking better.  We have many 
gifted people in our association that supply much needed information and services to the membership.  
Please take advantage of the experience to make this island a better place.  See you March 15! 
 
Sincerely, 
Wayne 
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President Wayne Sweeney called the meeting to 
order at 10:00. 
 
Wayne Sweeney led the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
Nanci Agee read the minutes from the January 
meeting. A motion was made to accept the  
minutes. The motion was seconded and  
accepted. 
 
Angela Veal gave the Treasurer½s report. The previ-
ous checking balance was $7259.55. The NBLRA 
received $360 from dues. Expenses were $61.25.  
The current balance in checking is $7558.30. The 
balance in Certificates of Deposits is $10821.01. 
Total Assets are $18,379.31. A motion was made 
to accept the Treasurer½s report as given. The  
motion was seconded and accepted. 
 
Judy Lewis gave the Treasurer½s report for the 
Beach Beautification Committee. The Money  
Market Account is $7,199.71. A check for $1,000 
was written for entrance maintenance. The Check-
ing Account Balance is $3,696.71. There was a do-
nation of $2500 by Caribbean Isle HOA and $323 
was made by Summerwinds from Mardi Gras park-
ing. Total assets are $13,718.90. 
 
Jim Taylor and John Lewis are now co-chairing the 
BBC.  They met with and presented the Tourist De-
velopment Committee a budget and outline for the 
next phase of  the project. It  
consists of several islands and benches along the 
Gulf Blvd., and signs at the entrance to the Na-

tional Seashore welcoming visitors and thanking 
them for visiting.  They have requested $44,900 
and it appears that it will be granted.  They will be 
meeting in Milton for final approval. 
 
Terry Taylor gave an update on the Mardi Gras pa-
rade. We won first place in our category!!!  We 
wanted to thank everyone who came out to  
decorate the float and put it together. Hope you all 
enjoyed it and will be ready to go again next year!   
 
We wanted to say a special thank you for  
Summerwinds for allowing us to use their parking 
lot parking spaces with the proceeds going to the 
BBC.  And for Jimmy Grissett for allowing us once 
again to use his trailer for the float. Without him 
we wouldn½t even have a float. Thank you very much. 
 
This year a main focus will be increasing member-
ship. Linda Coley is in the process of identifying in-
dividuals in each of the beach condominiums to be 
in charge of increasing membership in their complex. 
Also please ask your friends and neighbors on the 
beach if they are members. It is amazing how many 
people here have never even heard of us. Let½s get 
the word out! 
 
We now have so many Mardi Gras trophy½s and 
other plaques that we are investigating getting a 
trophy case to be on display at the firehouse. John 
Lewis and Terry Taylor will be getting a  
couple of quotes and will report back at our next 
meeting.  
 
A motion was made to adjourn the meeting. The 
motion was seconded and approved. 
 
The next meeting is at 10:00 on March 15th at the 
Navarre Beach Fire Department. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Nanci Agee, Secretary 
 

february  

MEETING 
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TDC gives thumbs-up for additional beach  
beautification funding  

Santa Rosa County½s Tourist Development Council 
has approved providing $45,000 to the Navarre 
Beach beautification project, pending approval from 
county officials.  
 
The TDC½s South End Committee met Feb. 14 and 
heard from Jim Taylor and John Lewis, who spoke 
on behalf of the Navarre Beach Beautification Com-
mittee.The duo reported that Phase I of the plan, 
updating the sign and landscape entrance from 
U.S. Highway 98 on both the east and west sides, 
has been completed.  
 
Phase II had been put on hold, while the beautifica-
tion committee seeks funding and works toward 
obtaining final approval from the Florida Fish and 
Wildlife Commission, as well as the state½s Depart-
ment of Transportation. The approval would give 
the committee the go-ahead to work in areas 
where birds nest between the two bridges.  
 
The new funding request centers around the third 
and fourth phases of the project, which will provide 
for 10-11 ºislands,» consisting of at least one bench, 
palm trees and ornamental grasses. The commit-

tee also plans to increase the number of trash 
containers in the area and add additional signage.  
Ira Mae Bruce, who is part of the South End Com-
mittee, said she½d like to see the money obtained 
through a grant process, rather than through the 
typical process of sending vouchers to the county 
for reimbursement.  
 
ºIt½d be a lot faster that way,» she said, adding 
that the money, once obtained, should be dispersed 
to the beautification committee in three incre-
ments of $15,000, with each subsequent install-
ment paid only after receipts and evidence of im-
provements have been provided to the TDC by the 
beautification committee.  
 
Bruce made a motion that Kate Wilkes,TDC execu-
tive director, check to see if seeking grant funds is 
a viable option, rather than the TDC writing the 
checks and then waiting to be reimbursed through 
vouchers submitted to the county.The money, if 
repaid to the TDC by the county, would come from 
the 4-cent beach tax.Wilkes is currently checking 
into this, and will report back to the TDC at a later 
date.  

Upcoming Events and Holidays in and Around Navarre 

St. Patrickôs Day Celebration and Relay for Life Fund RaiserðOllieôs Neighborhood Grille, 6181 Hwy 90,  

Milton.  Call for more details (850) 626-7499. 

Easter Sunday is observed on March 23rd this year. Check your local church for times of services. 

The fifth annual ñEmeralds of the Seaò is gearing up for their surf clinic and competition by the Gulf Coast Surf 

Sisters on March 29 at Navarre Beach.  This event is open to girls of all ages, from novice to experienced.  Cost is 

$20, which includes a T-shirt and lunch.  Space is limited.  For more information on participating, go to 

www.gulfcoastsurfsisters.com. Or call 939-4354 or 677-0536. 
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Navarre Causeway Undergoes Major Repairs 
  By John Richardson Navarre Press 

  
Beach residents may remember that after Hurricane Ivan, parts of the causeway were severely 
damaged. While construction crews worked to repair the causeway, the only way to get on or off 
the island was by boat. It took almost a week before vehicles could cross the causeway.  
 
Evidence of that storm is still seen today along the broken seawall on the causeway. It has split 

apart at the seams in places, causing some erosion. 
  
Before the hurricane season begins this year, Santa Rosa County has decided to take the necessary steps to provide 
for emergency stabilization of the seawall.  
 
For the last few days, trucks have been dumping loads of rocks along the causeway.They started with smaller rocks 
and graduated to large quarry rocks that are 12 to 18 inches long. The smaller stones are being used as a base to 
cover the sand and keep it from eroding.The large quarry rocks are used to keep the bedding stones in place. Heavy con-
struction equipment is distributing the rocks along the seawall on both sides of the causeway. 
  
ºWhen the state transferred ownership of the bridge to the county, part of the negotiations included the repair of the 
seawall,» said Roger Blaylock, Santa Rosa County chief engineer and Navarre Beach executive director. 
  
ºWhat we are doing now is a temporary measure,» said Blaylock.ºThe costs are shared by the state and county. The 
permanent solution still must be designed but all of the material that is used for the temporary solution may be re-
used for the permanent solution.We can just scrape the temporary materials back, make the necessary repairs and 
then put the rocks back in place.» 
  
ºThe use of a cement seawall is very old technology,» said Michael Schmidt, assistant county engineer.ºIt is how they 
built seawalls back in the 1950s, he said.ºToday, seawalls are made of vinyl. It is just as strong as concrete and there 
is not the vulnerability that occurs when the concrete sections are joined together.Vinyl construction can easily last 
50-60 years.»  
 
According to Blaylock, the emergency stabilization project should be completed in the next few weeks.ºOur plan is to 
have it completed before spring break.» 
  
ºSometimes when temporary changes are being made, it could be just a few patches that really does very little to solve 
the problem,» said John Conner, a member of the beach beautification committee. ºIn this case, the contractor is doing 
a good job making that seawall much more stable.They are not just patching the area where the seams have broken 
apart.  
 
ºInstead, they are doing the complete causeway on both sides. In the process of doing the repairs, they are also im-
proving the appearance of the shoreline adjacent to the seawall. These seawalls have taken a beating from these 
storms and we hope these measures will protect the causeway.»  
 
Blaylock said he hopes a permanent solution will be designed and bid out soon. He also expects the cost of the perma-
nent solution to be shared by the state and county. 
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Phase I is complete!!!!!  

 
Recognition through January 31, 2008  

 

As of January 19, 2008 our account balances are as follows:  

    Checking:      $   3,696.19  

    Money Market Acct:     $   7,199.71  

    Total      $ 10,895.90  

             

    Donations ñFebruary    $  2,823.00  

BUSINESS  CONDO ASSN.  REAL ESTATE  Residences  

Mardi Gras Parkingð$323.00 
Caribbean Isle 

HOAð$2,500  Dale & Alex Luetkeman - $1,000 

   Bob & Maxine Nolanð      $ 250 

   Chris & Shawna Hogan  -  $ 200 

   
The Falletta Family  

(In Memory of Ann  

Falletta)                               $ 150 

   Peter & Jill Smerick           $ 100 

   Mary Finley                         $ 100 

   Lawrence & Margaret OôDell  $ 250 

   John Richardson                 $ 500 

   Gary Buroker                      $ 500  

Beach Beautification Project 

BBC Contribution Levels : 
Adopt a Palm       $250 
Bronze Level        $500 
Silver Level                  $1,000  
Gold Level                   $2,500 
Platinum Level            $5,000 
Other        ____  ___ ______ 

Make checks payable to:  
 
BBC or  Beach Beautification  
Committee  
P.O. Box 5003  
Navarre, FL 32566  
Please include your name, address and email address  

  

Beach Beautification Committee  

Fund Raising  Budget & Finance  

Jim & John Lewis  Judy Lewis 850-939-7125 

Terri Savoie, Co-Chairman 850-936-9430 Nanci Agee 850-515-0374 

    Ira Mae Bruce 850-939-3266 
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NBAIT Update 
    

March 1, 2008 
 

We continue to wait for word from the First District Court of Appeals regarding our case.  
our appeal. 
 
The court can decide whether they will hear the appeal or not. 
 
In the meantime, our case sits in limbo while these two appeals wait to be reviewed and decided upon. 
 

In another matter, there have been two newspaper articles saying that Escambia and Santa Rosa County 
officials are having initial discussions to determine if they will ask Sen. Jeff Miller to introduce a bill giving 
Pensacola Beach and Navarre Beach, fee simple title. 

 
 

Paying of taxes: 
 
Per our Attorney, ( Mr. Danny Kepner ) the "STAY" on the collection of taxes is in effect and will be  
until  the final disposition takes place for the different phases of our suit. Mr. Kepner has stated that 
if  the time comes that any of us is required to pay any portion of the tax bill, his office will 
be conveying  that message through written correspondence to all concerned.   The Florida Statute that 
gives us the right of the "STAY" is F.S. 194.171(3) and  can be read by visiting www.flsenate.gov . When the 
page opens, click on the "Search Statutes" option at the upper left side of the page. You will have to look 
in Title XIV Chapter 194 to find it. 
  
However, please understand it is up to each one of us to decide for ourselves whether or not to pay the 
tax bill during  litigation.  
  
There is another part of this statute that you should consider,  F.S. 194.171(4), which says that if you pay 
your tax bill, while challenging it, the payment is not an admission that the tax is due. This statute goes 
on to say you may "seek a refund". Should we prevail in our suit  and you are a named plaintiff and have 
paid your tax bill, you could request a refund on an individual basis by writing a letter to the Florida  
Department of Revenue. You would identify yourself as having been a named plaintiff in the suit for the 
given years and thereby request the refund per F.S.194.171(4). 
  
As you may know, we are contesting the taxation of the Governmental Leasehold land as well as the im-
provements, with the land being the primary focus. The rulings could go three different ways, we may win 
the  land issue , land and improvement issue, or neither.  You may want to consider  paying a portion of 
your tax bill by calling the tax collector½s office @ 850 983 -1800 and having them give you a $ amount 
cost for the land vs. the  improvement on your tax bill. 
  
The 2007 Law Suit has been filed so that if you desire, you can pay taxes only on the improvements, and 
not the land. The Tax Collector½s Office should be able to break out land versus improvements. 
  

Without question, we should all be paying the Fire Protection and Beach Re-
nourishment MSBU charges that are shown on our tax bills. 

http://www.flsenate.gov


7 

Pullum: Don½t give up on incorporation  
  Portions of an article in Navarre Press by Ken Garner   

 
 ºWithout a shadow of a doubt, incorporation is in the best interest of the Navarre commu-
nity,» businessman Bart Pullum stated.  ºIf we ever want to make it to the next level from  
an economic standpoint it will have to be done.»  
 
ºIncorporating our community is going to take a lot of effort,» Pullum said.ºIt will be very time consuming, cost a lot of 
money and will need someone to dedicate a few years of (his or her) life to make this happen.»  
 
A feasibility study completed in 2006 concluded Navarre could incorporate successfully, depending on the types and 
levels of service it provides. The chamber, which split the $50,000 cost of the initial study with Santa Rosa County, 
voted to support pursuing incorporation. An independent task force was expected to begin rallying community, financial 
and political support for incorporation last year, but the state½s reforms and proposed reforms to its property tax 
system have changed the effort½s timing.  
 
The next phase includes tentative plans which include conducting a survey, hosting stakeholder and incorporation meet-
ings to gather public input and distributing a community education mailer to provide information about the process.   
 
Consultants also would answer questions raised by the feasibility study and develop the legal paperwork necessary for 
incorporation. At the time, the second phase cost was quoted to be not more than $140,000.  
 
Pullum said the sluggish economy derailed the project and stated that ºPeople in the community that would need to 
support this project financially don½t have the ¼walking around money½ right now needed to keep the effort going».ºWe½re 
going to have to raise a lot of money and the people of Navarre just don½t have it right now.»  
 
Commissioner Gordon Goodin agrees that plans are uncertain now for what the future holds regarding incorporation.  
Goodin said, ºWith the recommendations of the Tax and Budget Reform Commission still months away, it might take 
most of 2008 to determine what action might or should be taken.»  
 
ºThe study that the chamber and county paid for is not outdated,» he said.ºIt just stated that Navarre fits all of the 
criteria needed to incorporate. That hasn½t changed.  
 
In the future, hopefully sooner than later, we can start up right where we left off,» Pullum added. ºAll we need is time and 
money.»  

Helping Navarre Grow Since 1969 

 

 
Phone:       850-939-2363 

Toll Free:  800-868-2363 

8494 Navarre Parkway 

Navarre, FL 32566 

Breckenridge Colorado  

Bob Evans, Associate Broker 

www.BreckLuxuryHomes.com     bob.evans@sothebysrealty.com 

The Ski Resort Market is Booming! Ask about our new Developments!  

Welcome to 
the  

City of Navarre 
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KENNETH R. FOUNTAIN  
ATTORNEY & COUNSELOR AT LAW  

 
2045 FOUNTAIN PROFESSIONAL COURT 

SUITE A 

NAVARRE , FLORIDA 32566 

TEL. (850) 939-3535 

FAX  (850) 939-3539 

 

2298 WEST HIGHWAY 30-AðSUITE 1 

SANTA ROSA BEACH, FLORIDA 32459 

TEL. (850) 622-2700 

FAX (850) 622-2722 

 

FOUNTAIN@FOUNTAINLAW.COM  

WWW.FOUNTAINLAW.COM  

 

 

 

 

Island View Realty, Inc.  
  8510 Navarre Parkway  
  Navarre, FL 32566-6902 
  FAX (850) 939-3804 
  Business (850) 939 -2366; 1-800-262-2366 
  E-Mail:   c21ivr@navarre21.com 

  

SALES AND RENTALS  
Each Office is Independently Owned and Operated 

2045 Fountain Professional Ct. 

Navarre, FL  32566 

www.rasr.com 

e:mail:  bettyfountain@bse.net 

Office:  (850) 939-8770 

Fax:  (850) 939-6262 

Cell:  (850) 259-4782

  


